.'.»"      ST. AUGUSTINK AND HIS AGE
i»mrt.    St. Paul had exhorted the faithful not to -!r.u> each other before secular judges, but to let thr:r elders adjudicate between them.    The advice Juil   been   largely   followed,   and   the   Christian rmprn»r, were persuaded to give a formal recog-:j5?:«»-t fn du- judicial powers of the bishops.    The v... nk now increased so much that Arcadius had to rcy.ulutt' it in  v?K and 400.    He left the episcopal c«»urt   ;i  purely  voluntary tribunal,  but gave its »U% tsmii', a legal effect for such as chose to have iv; mirse   to   it.     The   civil   courts   of the  pro-vL'Hi-% were far from being in an ideal condition, •.u    that    non-Christians   as   well   as   Christians flunked to the house of every distinguished bishop. The practice hud the effect of causing a good deal i.t'h'utitw between civil and ecclesiastical powers (ttituev, the amiable relation of St. Cyril and the prefect; Orestes at  Alexandria), but it is obvious that it tended  to purify the judicial system of the empire and  to secure justice for  the poor.    At Hippo there was,  naturally,  a vast  quantity oi this work to be done.    Augustine generally spenl the morning in his court, 'fasting,' says Possidius, •sometimes   until   the   dinner  hour [our  clever o'clock], ami sometimes for the whole day.' I Ic stirm won a reputation throughout Africa a: